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THE BIG AND SMALL OF CHRISTMAS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 2:1:20 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 

cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to 

them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 

 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

 

DECEMBER 24, 2014 

CHRISTMAS EVE 



 
2 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known 

the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 

wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, 

pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

Caesar Augustus and Governor Quirinius.  

 

Those were two of the most recognizable names of their day. Why else would Luke 

have mentioned them? Augustus and Quirinius remind us of the visit of Prince William 

and Duchess Kate to New York City two weeks ago. William and Kate are two of the 

most recognizable people in our world. They have power, influence, and wealth.  They 

are two of the most recognizable people on this planet. Prince William and Duchess 

Kate are big.  

 

But wrapping Christmas presents in a children’s daycare center in Harlem is not so big. 

But that’s what Duchess Kate did on one of the days of her visit to New York. It was 

such a contrast to her bigness that she would drop in on a children’s daycare center in 

Harlem to wrap Christmas presents. Yeah, the woman who will one day be queen of 

England volunteered to wrap Christmas presents, which is such a small, mundane task 

usually handled by more common folk like ourselves. Though, one of the workers at the 

daycare did catch Duchess Kate resting for a moment. When she told the duchess to 

keep wrapping, Kate was caught on video rolling her eyes. Kate’s sass face was a 

small reminder that here she was a very important person doing a relatively 

unimportant and small task. 
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What we are doing here tonight can also seem unimportant and small, compared to 

the very big problems that are troubling our world. Our gathering this evening to sing 

Christmas carols and to hear the Christmas story seems small in contrast to the dark 

clouds that hang over Ferguson and New York, the imminent danger in Iraq and Syria, 

the threats of the North Korean hackers, the fear of Ebola in West Africa, the tensions 

over Ukraine.  

 

So it was also in Bethlehem long ago. The events there, the birth of a child, angels 

singing to shepherds, shepherds visiting a manger, seem small compared to the power 

and influence and wealth of important people like Caesar Augustus and Governor 

Quirinius. Augustus had the authority to declare a census for the entire Roman world, 

which at that time took in most of Europe, plus North Africa, and all of the Middle East. 

What did the birth of one child in the squalor of Bethlehem mean to Caesar, much less 

the midnight travels of a gaggle of sheepherders?  

 

Yet, what Luke seems to be saying by recording the details of this birth and by placing 

this birth on the timeline of history, is that whether the important people of that day 

cared or not, whether they noticed this birth or not, this birth was about to change the 

world.  

 

What that says to us tonight is that though what we are doing here seems incredibly 

small compared to the problems that are making the headlines, those headlines will 

have their day and then fade compared to this story that has been told now for 2,000 

years.  

 

This story says God cares about this world He created, that He has not forsaken it, that 

He cares about this world’s problems so much He sent His Son to this world.  

 

God who is so big, took the time to wrap a Christmas present for every one of us; 

wrapped it in swaddling clothes and laid it in a manger. He sent His Son to save and to 

redeem this world. He sent His Son to save and redeem Mary and Joseph. He sent His 

Son to redeem Caesar Augustus and Governor Quirinius. He sent His Son to save and 

redeem folks who are white and folks who are black.  
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He sent His Son to save and redeem folks who live in West Africa, and the Middle East, 

and Great Britain, whether they are the most recognizable people in the world or not. 

God sent His Son to save and to redeem the whole world. God continues to love this 

world and invites us to do the same and to not give up on it… because He has not 

given up on it. 

 

Amen 


